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Expanding Cooperative Threat Reduction in 
the Middle East and North Africa: Law-Related 
Tools for Maximizing Success in 2018 and 
Beyond 
Performer: Arizona State University (ASU) 
Principal Investigator: Orde Kittrie 
Cost: $185,552 
Fiscal Year(s): 2014-2015 
Objective: 
Law-related issues have had a pivotal impact on the success of the 
Department of Defense’s Cooperative Threat Reduction 
(DOD/CTR) program in the former Soviet Union. But there has 
been no systematic effort to derive lessons learned and develop 
recommendations for addressing law-related issues that could play a 
similarly, pivotal role in the success of DOD/CTR work in the 
Middle East and North Africa (MENA).  
Utilizing the recent experience in Syria as well as other cases, this 
project will look at issues including the protection of U.S. 
government employees and contractors against host country 
liability, tax, and other domestic law risks, how the U.S. government 
can assist MENA governments to implement their international 
legal obligations related to nonproliferation, and agreement 
provisions or other legal mechanisms that would help ensure a 
sustainable level of financial burden-sharing from other 
governments and international partners.  
Approach: 
ASU will review the relevant literature, conduct discussions with 
experts, organize a roundtable workshop in Washington, DC, and 
ultimately release a monograph that analyzes these law-related issues 
and proposes recommendations in relation to MENA CTR.  
